286                      LORD MAYORS VIEWS          [^Ex. 47-50,

Lord Mayo's personal view of the subject It should
be remembered, in the first place, that Indian traffic
is of a much lighter character than English traffic,
and that the facilities of water transit afforded by the
rivers will compel the railways to carry at low rates.
In the second place, that the lightness of the narrow-
gauge railways is believed by Indian engineers to be
adapted to the lightness of the produce to be carried ;
and that their comparative cheapness of construction
will enable them to carry it at low rates.

* I have no doubt/ wrote Lord Mayo to a friend,
' that our decision on the gauge will be very much
attacked.    The alternative as regards India is this,
cheap railways, or none ; and I would rather do with-
out railways altogether than incur the future risk 6f
that annual increase of expenditure, and consequently
of taxation, which I have stopped, and which is our
only real danger in India.

* It is true that the people are lightly taxed, and so
they ought to be.    We are an alien power ruling at
enormous disadvantages, principally by the force of
character and by administrative skill.    As long as the
natives of Hindustan believe that whatever power
might follow us, Native or European, will tax them
more .heavily than we do, we are safe.    Should the
other feeling prevail, we shall lose our hold on the
country.    There is no real patriotism in India.   'The
great mass of the Hindus have always been accus-
tomed to be ruled by a Foreign Power*    If the
Foreign Power is just and wise, it is the form of
government that suits them best    In our  circum-